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1884: F. Baethgen, Fragmente syrischer und arabischer Historiker, Leipzig, p.84
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A. Guillaume, ‘Further documents on the
Ben-Meir controversy’, Jewish Quarterly
Review n. S. 5 (1914-5), 543-57.
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A. Guillaume, ‘Further documents on the
Ben-Meir controversy’, Jewish Quarterly
Review n. S. 5 (1914-5), 543-57.
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Schechter 1901)
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... And the hatred of [ben Meir] was in the hearts of all the wise, for the fear of the Lord
is to hate evil; and also the authorities became involved in his case. And they spoke,
sa[ying]: ‘The land has been delivered into the hands of a fool, woe unto its inhabitants!’
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... And the hatred of [ben Meir] was in the hearts of all the wise, for the fear of the Lord
is to hate evil; and also the authorities became involved in his case. And they spoke
to the Amir: ‘The land has been delivered into the hands of a fool, woe unto its inhabitants!’
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» In Ms. it reads like 'Y but no doubt the n, which is faded, stands for
x. In (1) 231 Sel. (=1020/21 C.E.) there began the well-known dispute
between Sa‘adya and Ben-Meir.
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And in this matter Aharon ben Meir erred
in the year 238 (= 926/7 CE), [by applying to] Tishri (the
limit of) 641/642 (parts)
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And before that, in the days of the Fayyumite [Saadya] ... they disagreed regarding
the festivals. The Palestinians celebrated on one day, and the Babylonians and their
followers did it on the next day.
... They cursed one another, excommunicated one another ... deceived one another...
Some residents of Palestine followed the Babylonians, and also some residents of Iraq
followed the Palestinians.
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And the sages

recommended to write letters and send missives yonder to him, to
inform him of the way of the law;

because, they said, perhaps it was a mistake. And so they did. And

they sent him letters a second time, and he refused

to listen; and again they sent letters a third time, and he refused to
listen, and throughout

he steadfastly retorted. So they condemned him for his sinful folly,

JTS ENA 2555.1 verso (the ‘Book of the calendar controversy’)
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